AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MAY 6, 2013

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2013—14 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 700

Introduced by Assembly Member Gomez

February 21, 2013

An act to amend-Sections-53220-and-51225:3-of -and-to-add-Section
51226:8t6; Section 33540 of the Education Code, relating to pupil
instruction.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 700, asamended, Gomez. Pupil instruction:-seeial-setenees: voter
education.

Existing law establishes the Instructional Quality Commission, and
requires the commission, among other duties, to ensure that specified
historical documents are incorporated into the history-social science
framework whenitis rewsed

also reqw rethe commission to encourage avoter educatl on component,
providing instruction in how to register and cast votes in local, state,
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and federal elections, and how to use the voter information pamphlet
and other materials to become an informed voter, to be included in
American Government and civics courses when the history-social

suence framework is revlsed —'Fe—the—eeteﬁt—that—theﬁe—requﬁemems

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: yesno.
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The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 33540 of the Education Code is amended
to read:

33540. (@) TheStateBoard-of-Edueation state board and the
department shall request that the commission review and revise,
as necessary, the course requirementsin the history-social science
framework developed by the History-Social Science Curriculum
Framework and Criteria Committee of the state board to ensure
that minimum standards for courses in American government and
civicsinclude sufficient attention to teaching pupils how to interact,
in a practical manner, with state and local governmental agencies
and representatives to solve problems and to petition for changes
in laws and procedures.

(b) When the history-social science framework is revised as
required by law, the commission shall-easure do both of the
following: ensure

(1) Encourage a voter education component to be included in
the American Government and civics course that includes
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instruction on how to register and cast votes in local, state, and
federal elections, and how to use the voter information pamphlet
and other materials to become an informed voter.

(2) Ensure that the following historical documents are
incorporated into the framework, as appropriate:

(A) The Declaration of Independence.

(B) TheUnited States Constitution, including the Bill of Rights.
)

(C) The Federalist Papers.

t4)

(D) The Emancipation Proclamation.

5

(E) The Gettysburg Address.

6)

(F) George Washington's Farewell Address.
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